
Be yourself. Be different.

Inclusion & Diversity
Calendar 2023

Creating an inclusive culture by celebrating our differences 
At PwC, we want to contribute to solving important problems. We do this by bringing together people 
with many different backgrounds and cultures in unexpected combinations. And combining their different 
perspectives, ingenuity, and passion with the latest technology. By connecting even more with one another, 
with our clients, and with our stakeholders, we can together build trust and deliver sustained outcomes for a 
new tomorrow. It is crucial that we ensure an inclusive environment where all talents are seen and different 
ideas are heard. This calendar reminds us to celebrate the power of diversity every day and, most importantly, 
to be considerate of (holi)days that are important to others.

For more information about our inclusion & diversity strategy, please go to our website www.pwc.nl/diversiteit 
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22 January  |  Lunar New Year 

Lunar New Year is a celebration of the arrival of spring and the 
beginning of a new year on the lunisolar calendar. It is the most 
important holiday in China, and it is also widely celebrated in 
many East Asian countries, such as South Korea, Vietnam, 
Singapore, etc. While the official dates vary by culture, those 
celebrating consider it the time of the year to reunite with 
immediate and extended family.

Commonly known as the Spring Festival in China, Lunar New 
Year is marked by many traditions, such as decorating homes 
with red paper cuttings and verses expressing auspicious 
wishes for the new year. Other traditions include shopping in 
open-air market, cleaning the house and a dinner on Lunar 
New Year’s Eve with symbolic dishes that bring good luck and 
fortune. The fifteenth and final day of the holiday is the Lantern 
Festival, during which people have tangyuan, sweet glutinous 
rice balls, and children carry lanterns around the neighborhood 
at night to mark the end of the celebration.
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18 February  |  Mahashivaratri 

Mahashivratri, “The Great Night of Shiva” is a night of 
special significance among Hindu’s. The fourteenth day 
of every lunar month or the day before the new moon 
is known as Shivaratri. Among all the twelve Shivratris 
that occur in a calendar year, Mahashivratri, the one 
that occurs in February-March is of the most spiritual 
significance. On this night, the northern hemisphere 
of the planet is positioned in such a way that there 
is a natural upsurge of energy in a human being.  To 
allow this natural upsurge of energies to find their way, 
a nightlong festival ensures that participants remain 
awake with their spine vertical throughout the night.
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31 March  |  International Transgender Day of Visibility 

International Transgender Day of Visibility (TDOV) is a day to celebrate transgender 
and non-binary people around the globe and their contributions to society, and to 
acknowledge the courage it takes to live openly and authentically. Simultaneously 
this day raises awareness around the discrimination and violence the trans people 
face worldwide.
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9-10 April  |  Easter 

Easter, also called Pascha or Resurrection Sunday, is a festival 
and holiday commemorating the resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead, described in the New Testament as having occurred on the 
third day after his burial following his crucifixion by the Romans. 
Easter traditions vary from decorating and hiding Easter eggs, to 
parades, to eating various foods.

In some countries, including the Netherlands, the Monday 
following Easter Sunday is also a public holiday. This “Second 
Easter Day” is generally not associated with specific religious 
rituals, but is considered a time to relax and take time off work.
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14 May  |  Mother’s Day 

Mother’s Day is a celebration honoring 
the mother of the family or individual, as 
well as motherhood, maternal bonds, 
and the influence of mothers in society. 

Some countries have been celebrating  
motherhood for multiple centuries. In 
1925, the Netherlands adopted this 
tradition and dedicated every second 
Sunday of May as the official celebration 
date. In the Netherlands, people 
traditionally celebrate by gift-giving 
to one’s mother. It is also common to 
see people visit church services and/
or cemeteries to commemorate the 
mothers they have lost.
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28 June  |  Eid al-Adha 

Eid al-Adha or the Feast of Sacrifice, is celebrated 
by Muslims all over the world as a major holiday 
for a period of three to fours days. It honors the 
willingness of Prophet Ibrahim to sacrifice his son as 
an act of obedience to God’s command. But, before 
Abraham could sacrifice his son, God provided a 
ram to sacrifice instead. In commemoration of this, 
an animal is sacrificed and divided into three equal 
parts: one part is for you and your family, one is 
for friends and relatives, one is donated to those in 
need.  Eid al-Adha also enjoys special significance 
because the Day of Sacrifice marks the climax of 
the Hajj Pilgrimage (annual pilgrimage to Makkah 
and Madina). Additional ways to celebrate include 
wearing new clothes, exchanging gifts and/or taking 
a day off from school or work.
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18 July  |  Nelson Mandela International Day 

Nelson Mandela International Day (or Mandela Day) 
is an annual day in honor of Nelson Mandela and 
was officially declared by the United Nations in 2009.  
Mandela Day is not meant as a public holiday, but as 
a day to honor the legacy of Nelson Mandela and his 
values, through volunteering and community service. 
It is a global call to action that celebrates the idea that 
each individual has the power to transform the world; 
the ability to make an impact.  

The Mandela Day campaign message is:
“Nelson Mandela has fought for social justice for  
67 years. We’re asking you to start with 67 minutes.”
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17 August  |  Independence Day of Indonesia 

The Independence Day of Indonesia  is a national holiday 
in Indonesia and is celebrated annually on August 17th. It 
commemorates Indonesia’s declaration of independence from 
the Netherlands on 17 August 1945. At 10:00 AM the National 
Flag Hoisting Ceremony takes place at the Merdeka Palace 
in Jakarta. It is hosted by the president of Indonesia and 
accompanied by the vice-president to re-enact the declaration 
of independence proclaimed by President Sukarno in 1945. 
This festive day is further celebrated throughout Indonesia 
with parades, community gatherings, athletic events involving 
adults and children such as sack races, and a multitude of 
cultural and performing arts festivals.
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24-25 September  |  Yom Kippur 

Yom Kippur—the Day of Atonement—is considered the most 
important holiday in the Jewish faith. Falling in the month of 
Tishrei (September or October in the Gregorian calendar), 
it marks the culmination of the 10 Days of Awe, a period of 
introspection and repentance that follows Rosh Hashanah, the 
Jewish New Year. According to tradition, it is on Yom Kippur 
that God decides each person’s fate, so Jews are encouraged 
to make amends and ask forgiveness for sins committed during 
the past year. The holiday is observed with a 25-hour fast and a 
special religious service. 
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31 October  |  Halloween 

Halloween is an annual holiday celebrated 
each year on October 31. It originated 
with the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, 
when people would light bonfires and 
wear costumes to ward off ghosts. In the 
eighth century, Pope Gregory III designated 
November 1 as a time to honor all saints; 
soon, All Saints Day incorporated some of 
the traditions of Samhain. The evening before 
was known as All Hallows Eve, and later 
Halloween. Over time, Halloween evolved into 
a day of activities like trick-or-treating, carving 
jack-o-lanterns, festive gatherings, donning 
costumes and eating sweet treats.
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25 November  |  Srefidensi Dey 

Suriname celebrates Srefidensi Dey (or Republic Day) 
on November 25, remembering the same date in 
1975 when Suriname was granted full independence 
from the Netherlands. There are yearly celebrations 
of independence held at the Paramaribo Presidential 
Palace, a grand colonial era building fronted by the 
Independence Square. The Palace is open during the 
day for visitors, and the president addresses Suriname 
with a speech. Police officers and soldiers parade in 
front of the palace, and the parades are followed by 
the presidential reception, open to guests. Throughout 
the country, flags are raised and there are celebrations 
with food and drinks.
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3 December  |  International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities  

The International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
aims to promote the rights and wellbeing of 
persons with disabilities in all spheres in society 
and development, and increase awareness of the 
situation of people with disabilities in every aspect 
of political, social, economic and cultural life. This 
annual day is sanctioned by the United Nations 
and serves as a yearly reminder for us at PwC 
to continue to develop our efforts to attract and 
bind people with work-related challenges to our 
organization.
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